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forgiveness and asked for Allah Yar Khan to be made Governor of Herat.
Nadir once more acceded to their request.

Dhu'l-Fiqar, who with his younger brother Ahmad had been exiled
to Farah, joined forces with Saidal Khan at Isfaraz. On the strength of
this news and of the rumoured approach of 40,000 Ghalzais, Allah Yar
Khan, in September, renounced his allegiance to Nadir, sent out raiding
parties to Badghis and elsewhere, and made an unsuccessful attack on the
Persian forces. Nadir, in retaliation, seized Allah Yar's family at
Maruchaq. At the end of December the Abdalis made fresh proposals
of peace, but withdrew them again immediately after these had been
accepted ; Nadir, in great anger, vigorously renewed the siege operations,
with the result that, on ist Ramadan (ayth February, 1732) Allah Yar
Khan finally surrendered, and the Persian army at last occupied Herat.
Nadir exiled Allah Yar Khan and his companions to Multan, and trans-
ferred 60,000 Abdalis' to the districts of Mashhad, Nishapur and
Damghan.1 By thus transferring these Abdalis to Khurasan, he added
materially to the already considerable concentration there of tribespeople
of good fighting qualities (he had previously, as stated on page 52 above,
sent 60,000 families of Afshars and other tribes to that province).

During the latter part of the siege of Herat, Ibrahim Khan had been
investing Farah, which, despite the arrival of Saidal with 2,000 Ghalzais,
he eventually took. Nadir set out from Herat on the I9th Ramadan with
the intention of going to Farah, but returned almost at once on receipt
of the news of Tahmasp's defeat by the Turks at Kurijan and of his conclu-
sion of peace with them.2

The siege of Herat had occupied, in all, some ten months. The most
remarkable feature of this siege was Nadir's clemency, despite the repeated
tergiversations of the Abdalis. He was, apparently, determined to win
them over by a display of moderation. He may already have conceived
the idea (which he afterwards put into practice) of building up a non-
Persian (and non-Shi'a) army upon which he could wholly depend under
any circumstances. He doubtless felt that, being a Turk and an upstart,
he could not rely absolutely upon the loyalty of his Persian troops in the
event of a final trial of strength with Tahmasp. He had already enrolled
a number of Turkomans in his ranks ; with the addition to his forces of a
larg-e contingent of such excellent fighters as the Abdalis, he would
obviously be much less dependent upon the goodwill of his Persian
troops,

*Z.T., iol 215 (b).

* T,N., p. 104.   See pp. 56 and 57 below, for details of these events.